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     Greentown Kent: Part 3 - Trees 

 
This article is the third in a series looking at several of the presentations given at a very successful two-day 
conference about many issues connected to sustainability organized by A5 and Seven Generations Ahead and 
co-sponsored by many organizations, including the city of Kent and Kent State University and the Kent 
Environmental Council. At times, workshops were held simultaneously, so I can report on only those I 
attended. 
  
As a resident of Kent (the Tree City),  I was interested in the presentation by 
Al Zelaya of the Davey Institute in Chicago titled "Why Trees Matter:  A 
Discussion of Tools and Strategies for Integrating Community Trees into 
Sustainability Programs."  
Trees, said Zelaya, are key to many things.  For example, trees: 

 Boost property values and increase home values. 
 Support local businesses (shoppers spend from 9 percent to 12 

percent more for goods and services in central business districts with a high-quality tree canopy).   
 Decrease energy consumption and costs in homes, offices and other buildings.  A 25-foot tree 

reduces annual heating and cooling costs by 8 percent to 12 percent, or an average $10 saving per 
American household.   

 Reduce air pollution by removing pollutants and carbon emissions from the air (a single tree stores on 
average 13 pounds of carbon annually, and U.S. forests provide the equivalent of $22 billion in 
carbon-control costs). 

 Reduce storm water runoff and improving water quality.   
 Improve public health through a reduction in air pollution (by decreasing 580 deaths and emergency 

room visits per year, 330,000 asthma exacerbations per year and 485,000 acute respiratory 
symptoms per year). 

 Cool the air, provide wildlife habitat, reduce noise, produce oxygen, as well as products such as food, 
timber, fiber, and ethanol. 

 Are associated with lower levels of domestic violence in tree-filled neighborhoods, making those 
areas safer and more sociable. The higher the percent of canopy cover, the better people respond to 
stress--a dose of nature that can decrease the need for medication and speed recovery times. 



  
Davey has developed I-Tree, public domain software based on peer-reviewed research with technical 
support and continuous improvements. I-Tree is a tool that can be used by ordinary homeowners to evaluate 
their property as well as by those doing community planning. The tool estimates the amount of canopy 
cover, pollution removal, and CO2 sequestration and storage. The tool does not require GIS expertise,  and it 
provides a printable report summary. The tool also can assess change in the canopy over time by establishing 
baseline data for goal setting, help determine areas for priority tree planting, and compare results with other 
cities or different neighborhoods. Other features include the assessment of storm water interception, energy 
(impacts on heating and cooling), air quality improvement and carbon sequestration, and the value of 
current and future benefits. 
   
It was interesting to see examples of positive results in various locations throughout the country.  Overall, I 
came away with a new understanding of how important trees are.  
  
Editor's Note: A recent study in the Journal of Nature estimates that the Earth currently has 3 trillion trees, 
seven times more than previously thought; before human civilization, however, the Earth had about 5.6 
billion trees.  CO2 emissions outpace the ability of trees to remove it from the air. To rebalance the equation, 
trees would need to remove1.3 trillion tons of CO2 from the atmosphere.    But there are not enough trees 
to fix the CO2 problem and, even if trees were planted everywhere possible, they still would not be able to 
pull enough CO2 out of the air to offset emissions.  However, the ability of trees to remove CO2 from the air 
shows that direct air capture is possible.   
 

Scientists are developing artificial trees to passively capture CO2 to 
stop heat build-up. A full-scale version of the tree system--one with 
tree-like structures spaced out like a forest--is still 20 or 30 years 
away, but initial results show real promise. Yet another approach is 
a ceramic cube about half the size of a loaf of bread and almost as 
light that has been hollowed out by hundreds of tiny square tunnels 
that function like the catalytic converters in cars but are coated with 
a material to grab onto the CO2. Other scientists are trying to copy 
photosynthesis and develop a photovoltaic industry that would 
produce significant power by removing CO2 from the air. While 

prototypes of these and other methods show promise, large-scale results are a long way off, and the heat is 
rising every year to very dangerous levels. There is 40 percent more CO2 in the air today than there was in 
the millennia of human history before the Industrial Revolution. It is hard to say that these technologies will 
be developed soon enough to save the Earth from the consequences of climate change. 
 
Sources:  Akron Beacon Journal, September 3, 2015; NPR's "The World," August 30 and 31, 2015.  
      

--Lorraine McCarty  
 
 

      Climate Change: It's Effects and What We Can Do about It 

 
A symposium titled "How Global Warming Affects Us and What We Can Do to Save Ourselves" co-sponsored 
by the Unitarian Universalist Church and Kent Environmental Council was a very informative session 
attended by about 50 people.  

 

An example of the fibers used in 
artificial trees that capture carbon 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DesXw3u5z0mhNZRH9NjSdB1_P21VOgz-JZxjY_2gkDGuFHYskFnJAMJRhr13Et4V8-pDUbDOco85sGi4iWVpp3cWbuTPslADrjL1iXJB80sWyqCS0dFMWJNSkc3aX25EXTzH4mPq9Ko68BA_g2NO9i4tdLKiqJUi4SeGF-suPs0=&c=4khRHpZcuxwji6DRI6wqFInwbUHDLlwKA-8jgUcCeS_NAhzNcIEmsQ==&ch=kzFUKnhhiiWrAbWdQKcPEPhZt3ijbOu-D5tkQ2DDO--ZTt9W-X3yvw==


Andrea Case, associate professor of biological sciences at Kent State University, 
argued that the scientific evidence shows incontrovertibly that climate change 
is real--not just a belief, but a fact. She noted that temperatures have risen 
along with CO2 levels for 800,000 years and that in the last 40 years, CO2 levels 
have soared above temperatures. Scientists can identify different carbon 
isotopes in the current and past atmosphere, she said, by using mass 
spectrometers to prove that the type of pollution we are now experiencing 
comes from manmade sources. These scientists have used ice core samples, 

tree rings, coral bodies, and other means to produce their findings.   
 

Joseph Ortiz, professor of geology at KSU, further described the science that shows one 
in three carbon atoms today come from manmade causes. He then talked about 
potential impacts and focused on some local examples: 

 Lake Effect Snow. Warmer atmosphere and decreased ability to generate lake 
effect snow will cause increased rain and more winter flooding; warmer 
atmosphere will cause Lake Erie to go down over time due to evaporation, and 
the Great Lakes will decrease over time. 

 Water Quality. Warmer temperatures can exacerbate algal blooms. 
 Economic Impacts. Decreased lake levels can effect transportation and create 

the need for increased dredging, and effect fishery production and recreation.   
 

Corporations, said Ortiz, need to get on board, or it will hurt their bottom line, adding that the issues are 
complicated as to how each area will be affected. He gave an example of long season corn. Research shows 
that degree zones will shift northward and growth charts will change, but the corn will thrive. Short season 
corn showed decreased growth both north and south because it had no time to recover and even out its 
growth. KSU has a solar farm, said Ortiz, adding that at home people can make a difference by using energy 
efficient washers, coffee pots, bulbs, and other appliances to decrease energy use. It took thousands of years 
to form carbon, and we are burning it all in 200 years. He stressed the need to shift to carbon neutral sources 
for energy. He talked about wedges we need to use to get there, such as CFL/LED bulbs, solar and wind 
power, planting forests, transitioning from coal to natural gas, carbon sequestration, and increasing energy 
efficiency of cars. 
 

Charles Frederick, associate professor in the College of Architecture and 
Environmental Design at KSU, talked about the importance of proper planning for a 
sustainable future, noting it is a process that takes time and effort and has to be 
individualized to the community or region. Sustainability, said Frederick, needs 
science, business, government, and academic partners, and an adaptation manager 
because projects can be large, complex and take a long time to complete. This may be 
hard to do on a local level, he said, noting that the scale of planning may require a 
more regional effort.  
   
 

 
Andrew Rome, chair of the Environmental Justice Task Group at the Unitarian Universalist 
Church of Kent, noted that there are no simple answers. He said we need to change the way 
we think about climate because climate change is happening, and it could get worse. Social 
change is necessary, he added. Rome explained that he has been evolving in his own life--
raising chickens, gardening and trying to create sustainable relationships.  His tips are: 

 

Andrea Case 

 

Joseph Ortiz 

 

   

Charles Frederick 

Andrew Rome 



 Create mutually plentiful relationships that make the world better over time. Resilient communities 
mean we can help each other better. Community-sufficiency is greater than self-sufficiency. 

 Investigate the origins of everything you use. Commit to buying from people you know and not from 
the large agricultural economy.   

 Build a local economy. Capitalism and endless growth is a trap. 
 Be accountable. Don't blame the poor; we have benefited, and they have not. Capitalism means using 

people and places as resources. We need to change perspective. 
 Do what you love. Because you can't do it all yourself, do what you love and can do--garden, eat, 

divestment, and so on. Just take the next step. Find a model, and do things differently. 
  

--Lorraine McCarty  
 
 

     Kent: A Bicycle Friendly Town? 
 

This is a plea to Kent Environmental Council members and friends who are trying to have a positive impact 
on our environment and our health at the same time by riding bicycles.  Kent is experiencing a huge growth 
in not only the number of bicyclists, many of whom have poor safety awareness, but also in the number of 
cars, not necessarily from places where there are a lot of bicyclists.   
 
Bicyclists using the road are to follow the same rules of the road as any other 
vehicle; however, because bicyclists are especially vulnerable, they must not 
assume car drivers see them. The best thing to do is to avoid doing 
unpredictable things. Bicycle operators are allowed to occupy a lane, and 
staying in that lane is the safest place to be when stopped behind a car 
because it increases visibility. Car drivers have been known to make turns in 
front of a bicyclist because they simply do not see the bicyclist because they 
do not expect to see him or her. When operating a bicycle, please make 
yourself as visible as possible with a bright colored vest with reflective fabric 
and, if riding a bicycle after dark, have flashing taillights and a good 
headlamp. Make yourself as visible as possible. Please wear a helmet, and 
encourage other bicyclists to wear one also. While helmets are not perfect, they do offer some protection. 
When you are driving a car, please be mindful that a bicyclist may do unpredictable things and take extra 
precautions.  The website of the Ohio Bicycle Federation, the statewide bicycle advocacy organization, has a 
number of suggestions for safe bicycle operation.  

 
In Kent, bicyclists apparently are allowed to use the sidewalk. If you do so, please 
install and use a bell to alert pedestrians of your presence on the sidewalk. You may 
have to use it multiple times if someone is using earbuds and not paying appropriate 
attention.  If operating a bicycle in a congested pedestrian area, it is better to get off 
your bike and be a pedestrian until the foot traffic thins out. 

The city of Kent is trying to increase the safety of bicyclists while it also hosts the 
intersection of two major east-west and north-south state highways. To that end, 
Kent City Engineer Jim Bowling is proposing to widen the sidewalk on south Water 

Street from four feet to 8 feet to allow for increased pedestrian and bicycle safety as part of the Summit 
Street improvements and enhanced traffic signal operation. The proposal is for the section between Summit 
Street and Beryl Drive on the west side of the Water Street. A public meeting on the proposal is scheduled 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DesXw3u5z0mhNZRH9NjSdB1_P21VOgz-JZxjY_2gkDGuFHYskFnJAMJRhr13Et4VV579f7OChtFSLQP0IGwDdSQjrzRS3_ltkLizdiHvTc1N0a4OnTqzJSfGvYHrlDDm-P285ugTn_YBndnp11ryqYyF8pvmliOQmARSskAS3Y5ZrbE0adLii457_KzooH7F&c=4khRHpZcuxwji6DRI6wqFInwbUHDLlwKA-8jgUcCeS_NAhzNcIEmsQ==&ch=kzFUKnhhiiWrAbWdQKcPEPhZt3ijbOu-D5tkQ2DDO--ZTt9W-X3yvw==


for October 19 from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at Holden Elementary School. Some money can be made available 
for this project from the Akron Metropolitan Transportation Study (AMATS), but a local contribution would 
be required. As usual, there are competing priorities for the use of these funds, so input from Kent residents 
regarding the benefits of this project would be helpful. 

--Ann Ward 
 

     Branching Out: A Trip to the Cleveland Botanical Garden 
 

Five different tree houses were the focus of a recent visit to the Cleveland Botanical Garden. 
They were all fun--for adults and especially for the children. Attendance was up significantly 
during this period. While the exhibit is closed for this year and some of the tree houses have 
been sold, several are staying for another year, and new ones will be present next year.  

 The gardens and other trees provided very interesting viewing. Creative signage 
also was very informative about various plants and proper planting and 
mulching techniques. Some trees had tags which showed how much money they 
would pay back in cleaner air, reduced storm water runoff, energy saving and increased property 
value. An interesting trip!                                                                           
--Lorraine McCarty and Ann Ward 

                               
 
 

   Sustainability in Kent: Your Ideas Wanted 

The Kent Sustainability Commission is in the process of revising the goals for the city, and they are 
looking for input from community members. If you have any ideas, contact Suzanne Stemnock by email at 
stemnocks@kent-ohio.org or by postal mail at 319 S. Water St., Kent, OH 44240 as soon as possible. The 
Kent Environmental Council recently submitted a letter to Kent State University President Beverly Warren 
and has made the organization's views known to the Sustainability Commission, urging them to work 
together to improve sustainability and to decrease carbon pollution. We hope that you will make your views 
known to your community officials in Kent or wherever you live. 

--Lorraine McCarty 
 

 

     Sustainable Cleveland: The Year of Clean Water 
 

 Sustainability is the practice of using a resource without using it up. It makes sense, but 
our society has grown from a pioneering society where critical resources appeared 
abundant and access was easy and cheap. Gather it, use it, and throw the waste away has 
been the ethic our nation was founded upon--a linear use process and an ethic of 
"consumerism." But as critical and necessary resources become scarce, this ethic is no 
longer economically the best solution. Under stress, it is more cost-effective to retain 
resources by recycling. Both here in the United States and globally, we are encountering 
the need to recycle as an efficient means of making sure we continue to have resources for 
maintaining contemporary capabilities. This reasoning is evident when we are talking 
about rare compounds for industrial processes, such as the need to recycle rare earth  

                                metals to maintain their availability for industrial processes. 
  

mailto:stemnocks@kent-ohio.org
mailto:stemnocks@kent-ohio.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DesXw3u5z0mhNZRH9NjSdB1_P21VOgz-JZxjY_2gkDGuFHYskFnJAMJRhr13Et4VTaSS8hZR_bH1oJvFSVN2im2g5VV8mDz1g0vE8gdSaN3s-QZX0TYcOEHFHOMst9zodeoLCWm8EW5bXA2E0b3p3cDvxpuB7j8o43kr10udlikMu0OJH1Z6vQLNfSbsqRQzSJwIbEHSDuZS8fGxLGwDLh40FfYheIRTMJCv3q1CeO2kVBTLmVxBjg==&c=4khRHpZcuxwji6DRI6wqFInwbUHDLlwKA-8jgUcCeS_NAhzNcIEmsQ==&ch=kzFUKnhhiiWrAbWdQKcPEPhZt3ijbOu-D5tkQ2DDO--ZTt9W-X3yvw==


But what about a resource that is in apparent abundance, such as water? We derive ecosystem services from 
lake ecosystems in the form of readily drinkable water, a place that supports a large variety of edible fish, 
and a site for recreational opportunities. Or, as it has been said over the years: a 
healthy lake should be fishable, swimmable and drinkable. Although water may be in 
abundance, it can still have substantial problems with quality and availability. Since 
1995, Lake Erie has had substantial water-quality problems, especially in the western 
basin. The recurrent blooms of Microcystis and the toxins produced by that 
cyanobacterium, microcystin, threaten the drinkability of the water and can even 
threaten opportunities for swimming and fishing in the lake. 
 

Because of frequent reports of water-quality problems in the print and electronic 
media, the seventh annual meeting of Sustainable Cleveland's 2015 Summit of the 
Year of Clean Water drew more than 300 people on September 16 and 17.  The 
attendees ranged from high school students to university professors and from interns 
to chief executive officers of major companies. The keynote speaker, Dr. Marcus 
Eriksen, discussed the prevalence of microplastics in the waters, their origin in 
cosmetic products, their effects on aquatic life, and attempts to prevent them from 
entering Lake Erie.  

  
This meeting, however, was not a conference where people come to hear a series of talks, as you would 
encounter at a scientific or business meeting. Instead, the meeting was organized around the process of 
appreciative inquiry, which was developed at Case Western Reserve University as a means of helping people 
work together on specific themes to achieve particular goals. As the conference name implies, this is a 
summit of ideas gathered from the attendees who work in small groups to produce tangible goals and 
objectives to achieve within the next year.  
  
In this way the Summit of the Year of Clean Water really is a beginning of a year-long process of achieving 
these tangible goals through the working groups initiated at this meeting.  Although the meeting was 
successful in accomplishing its agenda items, only after the success of the working groups is reported at next 
year's summit will the eventual success of this year's summit be fully apparent. 
 

--Bob Heath 
 

 
     Watersheds and the Threat of Destruction 

 
A large threat to watersheds is habitat destruction. This is especially true in the case of wetland and vernal 
pool habitats, such as the Kerns property on Johnnycake Road next to the Johnnycake Road Bridge. In 
preparation for replacing that bridge, a number of trees were cut down outside of the right of way and more 
damage appears to have been done around the property. Details are 
fuzzy now because of pending litigation, but you can view the 
documents filed for Portage County civil court case 2015 CV 00247. 

Vernal pools and wetlands are critical to watersheds because of the 
numerous functions that wetlands perform, often with the result of 
protecting water resources. Wetlands filter water before it enters the 
rivers, lakes and aquifers that are the most common source of water 
used in homes and businesses. Wetlands also buffer these same 



rivers and lakes when there is excessive precipitation, helping to lessen flooding that damages habitats of 
other organisms as well as people's homes. You can help benefit from functions similar to those performed 
by wetlands if you live in a wet area by planting rain gardens or by attending a vernal pool workshop in the 
spring by the Ohio Vernal Pool Partnership and become a volunteer vernal pool monitor. 

--Lisa Regula Meyer 
 

      

     Date to Remember 

 
What: Proposed Sidewalk Expansion on Water Street 
Presenter: Kent City Engineer Jim Bowling 
When: October 19, 7 p.m.-8:30 p.m. 
Where: Holden Elementary School 
 

 

 

      Sustainability Tips 
 

A 5-minute shower uses 10-25 gallons of water. A tub of water uses about 70 gallons. 
Reasons to fix leaks or call a plumber to fix it: 

 A leaky faucet that drips one drip per second can waste more than 3,000 galls of 
water each year. 

 A leaky toilet can water about 200 gallons of water daily. 
 

Source: Akron Beacon Journal, House & Home Section, September 26, 2015. 
 

       The Environment in the News 
 

Boating Expedition Maps Pacific Trash 
Record-Courier - August 24, 2015;  Akron Beacon Journal - 24, 2015 
In the Pacific Ocean between California and Hawaii, is a mass of plastic garbage that is estimated to be twice 
the size of Texas. An expedition from the Ocean Cleanup project is studying the plastic waste to map and 
then clean up the "Great Pacific Garbage Patch." Most of the trash is medium- to large-sized pieces. The 
expedition members are mapping the location and will publish a report by mid-2016 and then use 
technology that can start removing the garbage by 2020. The group wants to clean up the big pieces before 
they have time to break down into small shards, which are very difficult to clean up. 
 

Our Mission Impossible? (Commentary) 
Akron Beacon Journal - August 10, 2015 
President Barack Obama's plan to cut greenhouse gas omissions from electric power plants accounts for only 
one third of U.S. greenhouse emissions. So even if this plan works, the global temperature will still be higher 
in 2030 than it is today. Concentrations of CO2 have gone from 280 ppm in preindustrial times (1800) to 
about 315 ppm in 1960 and 400 ppm now. Increased concentrations mean potential for more warming. 
Obama's plan cuts annual emissions and might slow increase a little, but it doesn't eliminate increases that 
now are growing by 2 ppm per year. A strict focus on stopping the use of fossil fuels now would stabilize 
human impact on global warming, but it would destroy modern economies and plunge the world into 
depression because four-fifths of the world's primary energy comes from fossil fuels. Politicians see threat 



but try to straddle the middle and give priority to the economy. The major countries have adopted goals of 
limiting temperature increases worldwide to 2 degrees Celsius (3.6 degrees Fahrenheit) from the 
preindustrial period. Scientists estimate that reaching this goal would require all fossil fuel emissions to be 
eliminated by 2040, which is unlikely. There are two hopes that can overcome the "mission impossible 
scenario." One is that global warming is overstated by some computer modes. The second is that 
technological breakthroughs will deliver us from fossil fuel growth--better battery and electricity storage 
would favor more wind and solar power; carbon capture that is cost-effective would store power plant 
emissions underground; and safe and cheaper nuclear power. While rapid technological advances do 
happen, these ideas have been investigated for decades and still aren't available.   
 

Obama Spotlights Struggles in Alaska 
Akron Beacon Journal - September 13, 2015; Record-Courier - September 3, 2015 
 President Barack Obama's visit to Alaska's Artic Region highlights how climate change impacts natural 
resources of the state. "An entire rural village is sinking into the ground as permafrost thaws, protective 
sea ice melts and the temperatures climb," said Obama. In this and other areas of rural Alaska, the life is one 
of subsistence hunting for whales, walruses and seals, which are threatened by winter temperatures 
warming 6.3 degrees over the last 50 years and a loss of 12 percent of protective ice in the last 30 years. 
Livelihoods are threatened, and many native villages have been forced to relocate. Obama noted that the 
clock is running out for an appropriate international response. 
 

No 'Bill of Rights' to be on Ballot 
Akron Beacon Journal - September 17, 2015 
 The Ohio Supreme Court backed Ohio Secretary of State Jon Husted's rejection of county charter issues that 
contain a "bill of rights" in Medina, Athens, and Fulton counties saying that they failed to satisfy threshold 
requirements for legal charter initiatives. Husted does not believe this is the answer. These bids to block 
pipelines and fracking-related activities will not be permitted on the November ballot. Supporters vow to be 
back with changes that would comply with the high court's edict. Husted believes that advocates should use 
the legislative process to work with the Ohio General Assembly or propose a statewide initiated statute. 
 

Youngstown Voters Will Decide Fracking Ban 
Akron Beacon Journal - September 19, 2015 
  The Supreme Court of Ohio has ruled that the Mahoning County Board of Elections does not have authority 
to block an anti-fracking charter amendment and ordered it be placed on the November 3 ballot. The board 
does "not have authority to sit as arbiters of the legality or constitutionality of a ballot measure's substantive 
terms. An unconstitutional amendment may be a proper item for referendum or initiative. Such an 
amendment becomes void and unenforceable only when declared unconstitutional by a court of competent 
jurisdiction." 
  

Davey Tree, U.S. Forest Service Form Partnership 

Record-Courier - October 2, 2015;  Akron Beacon Journal - October 2, 2015 
These two entities signed a 10-year partnership that "will coordinate research on forest assessment, expand 
delivery of cutting-edge tree science, further youth education, and strengthen connections between 
communities and their trees." These two organizations develop I-Tree software that helps urban natural 
resource manages and the public understand the benefits of trees. 
 

Shell Quits Oil Drilling in Arctic for Near Future 
Akron Beacon Journal - September 29, 2015 



Lack of production after test drills has led Royal Dutch Shell to give up on its expensive and controversial 
push to produce oil in Alaska's Arctic waters. This decision brings relief to environmental groups that have 
been trying to block the project and dims prospects for the United States to remain among the top three oil 
producers along with Saudi Arabia and Russia. Geologists estimate that the Arctic holds a quarter of the 
world's undiscovered oil and gas that could add to America's energy supply for 50 years. 
 

Bike-Truck Collision in Kent 
Record-Courier - 2, 2015; USA Today - June 18, 2015 

 A bicyclist northbound on Franklin Street ran a stop sign at Stow Street and stuck the side of a Portage 
County Solid Waste Recycling District truck on September 30. The bicyclist was taken to a hospital for 
treatment. 
 

Driver Charged in Cyclist Deaths 
Akron Beacon Journal - September 29, 2015 
 The driver of a pickup truck, Timothy J. Wolf, was charged with vehicular homicide and willful or wanton 
disregard of safety for the September 17 crash that killed two bicycle riders and injured three others from 
the Akron Bicycle Club. Both of those killed were wearing helmets. The investigation is continuing. Each 
charge carries a sentence of up to six months in jail and up to a $1,000 fine, plus suspension of Wolf's driver's 
license. 
 

After 'Best College Town' Poll, City Leaders Share Positives of Kent 

The Kent Stater - September 2, 2015 
 Kent State University was voted the "Best College Town" in a Cleveland Plain Dealer poll. The town has 
shops, dining locations and live entertainment since Kent's redevelopment. The city improved walkability and 
is no longer perceived as dangerous. Walkability improves health, promotes social interaction, improves 
business life and improves safety because there are people on the streets and active. Jim Bowling, Kent city 
engineer, said that the plans for the immediate future include a master bike path plan to connect all 
elements of the city with possible construction in 2017. City Manager Dave Ruller said there also ar plans for 
new buildings and a possible full block of redevelopment where the old courthouse rests. Kent is a great 
place to be. 
 

Oil Leaking into Cuyahoga River from Site in Kent 
Record-Courier - August 28, 2015 
After the Kent Storm Water Department reported subsurface oil discharging into the Cuyahoga River at 
multiple points, crews from the city of Kent, the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency and a private 
environmental cleanup company were at the river in an area behind the former RB&W site at 800 Mogadore 
Road in Kent to assess damage. The cause was said to stem from previous manufacturers on the site who 
used oil in making screws and over time, that oil seeped into the ground and moved to the river, where it has 
carried the oil about five miles downstream and contaminated another city-owned property. The crews are 
working to determine how much oil is present. The owners of the former RB&W site are responsible for 
cleaning it up and have already called Emergency Management Specialists to do so. 
 
 Group: Halt Injection Wells 
Record-Courier - August 19, 2015 
 Portage County's Township Trustees Association has joined other local government officials is seeking a 
moratorium on new injection wells in Portage County. Portage County has more permitted Class II injection 
wells than any other county. Portage County commissioners , as well as those in Trumbull and Athens 
counties, Warren City Council, and the Ohio Farmers Union and trustees in Trumbull and Johnston townships 



all have passed similar moratorium resolutions in which they are asking Gov. John Kasich and the legislature 
for a moratorium on new wells until the concerns of local governments are addressed. The state association 
of trustees' board has not passed a resolution of its own but has supported other associations' stance, mostly 
because they have had insufficient discussions to bring members from the western and central parts of the 
state up to speed on the issues involved. Most wells are in the eastern and southern parts of the state. 
 

Dam Removal May Cost $70 Million 
Akron Beacon Journal - September 25, 2015 
The removal of the 57-foot-high Gorge Dam on the Cuyahoga River between Cuyahoga Falls and Akron is 
possible, and the $70 million cost for the preferred removal plan would include transporting contaminated 
sediment. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency could pay 65 percent of the project, but state and local 
partners would have to pay for the dam removal and site restoration and possibly a 35 percent matching 
share with money or in-kind services. It's a big project and not a finalized deal. The process is just beginning. 
The recommended removal method would use a hydraulic dredge (like a giant vacuum cleaner) to suck up 
contaminated sediments and then pipe them downstream 1.5 miles to the Chuckery Area of the Cascade 
Valley Metro Park, where they would be placed in a giant sock-like tube to drain the water off into a site 
where it could be treated. Fifteen acres next to the park owned by the city of Akron (or an alternate site) will 
be used for the sediments, which will be 832,000 cubic yards--enough to cover 38 football fields to a height 
of 10 feet. All the work could be done in one season, but much planning, discussion and community input 
remains to be done, which will take about 40 months. Removal would be a big boost to water quality in the 
river, and the prospect of the dam's removal drew favorable comments from the 140 people who attended a 
public meeting arranged by the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency.   
 

Trains Carrying Crude Put Cities at Risk 
Akron Beacon Journal - July 23, 2015 and September 4, 2015 
Record-Courier - October 5, 2015 
U.S. railroads transported 500,000 carloads last year, with 100-car trains loaded with crude funning through 
cities. A fiftyfold increase in crude shipments has led to heightened risk of derailment, fire and explosion. 
After a series of fiery crashes, cities are scrambling to formulate emergency plans and to train firefighters 
how to respond. Preparedness and the amount of available fire suppressant foam vary from city to city. 
While some cars have been improved, older cars remain in service. At least 50 trains a week move through 
Ohio on their way to refineries on the East Coast. U.S. Rep. Sherrod Brown has introduced legislation calling 
for removal of older rail cars and tax credits for companies that upgrade their cars. The legislation also would 
establish a fund for cleanups of oil train accidents, establish advanced training for first responders, and 
provide grant money for states and cities to reroute large trains carrying large volumes of hazardous 
materials away from highly populated areas. The changes would be funded by a $175 per shipment fee on 
older tank cars. In October, it was announced that the University of Findlay received a one-year $610,000 
federal grant to provide 70 one-day training events on how to deal with train derailments with hazardous 
materials.  
 

Federal Funds for Wetlands 
Akron Beacon Journal - September 22, 2015 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service  awarded $1 million dollars to Summit, Portage, Medina and six other  Ohio 
counties for permanent protection of wetlands and to restore 135 acres of emergent wetlands, which are 
crucial to restoring the health of Lake Erie. Partners including the Cleveland Museum of Natural History, 
Lorain County Metroparks, the Ohio Division of Wildlife, Ducks Unlimited and the Western Reserve Land 
Conservancy will provide $4.5 million in matching funds. 
 



Brimfield Oil Spill Being Cleaned 
Record-Courier - September 11 and 15, 2015 
Cleanup continues at the site of a crude oil spill at a well on Howe Road in Brimfield caused by a leaky valve. 
The Ohio Department of Natural Resources said that Pep Drilling, well operators, reported a spill of about 54 
barrels on September 9. So far, 42 barrels have been recovered, with additional remediation continuing, 
including removal of contaminated soil. An ODNR spokesman said that the manner of the cleanup helps 
ensure the oil is contained to the immediate site. The Ohio Environmental Protection Agency and the 
Portage County Health Department have had people on the site. Nearby water wells were tested after the 
spill.  
 

Plant Emissions Hit 27-Year Low 
Akron Beacon Journal - August 5, 2015 
 Heat trapping pollution from U.S. power plants hit a 27-year low in late April, according to the Department 
of Energy.  This reduction is the result of a long-term shift from coal to cleaner and cheaper natural gas, the 
use of renewable fuel and increased energy efficiency. This is good for the environment, but we cannot 
simply relax. 
 

Shale Sets New Mark in Oil, Gas in Ohio 
Akron Beacon Journal - August 26, 2015 
Production from the Utica Shale wells in Ohio is at the highest it has ever been for the past 100 years. In the 
first quarter this year, Ohio's oil volume grew 20 percent, and the state's natural gas increased by almost 21 
percent. These figures included 877 wells in eastern Ohio. Ohio produced 11 million barrels of oil and 450 
billion cubic feet of natural gas during the entire year in 2014. A billion cubic feet is enough natural gas to 
fuel one million homes for four days. The new report is available here.  
 

More Cutbacks are Projected for Utica Shale 
Akron Beacon Journal - August 6, 2015 
Chesapeake Energy Corp. voluntarily cut production in Ohio's Utica shale as the slump in oil and gas prices 
deepens. The soon to be completed Ohio Pipeline Energy Network, running from Columbiana to Monroe 
counties in Ohio, will be bidirectional and connect to Egan, Louisiana, allowing shipment of Utica gas to the 
Gulf Coast for the first time, and the company expects a price uplift then. Despite the curtailment, 
Chesapeake's production in Utica Shale grew by 13 percent in the second quarter using four rigs (down from 
eight). The company plans to run two rigs for now. 
 

Proposed EPA Rules to Affect Ohio Gas, Oil Drillers 
Akron Beacon Journal - August 19, 2015 
To combat global warming, federal regulations aim to sharply cut methane emission from new and modified 
wells and new and modified transmission, processing and storage facilities. The new rules will go into effect 
in 2016. Methane's warming effect on the planet is 25 times greater than that of CO2. These new rules also 
will reduce volatile organic compounds from drilling, which will mean healthier air and a decrease in smog, 
which causes breathing problems. Drillers say the plan is costly and decreases America's competitiveness. 
They say they are voluntarily making improvements to reduce methane emissions, and there is no need for 
costly and duplicative regulations. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency agrees that there has been a 73 
percent reduction in methane from fracking operations. The Ohio Environmental Council cites the 
vulnerability to health problems from air pollution of those who live in oil and gas country, and these new 
rules are a positive step forward to protect children today and tomorrow.  Some companies have adopted 
new practices, but too few have, so the regulations are necessary, the council says. "The change would 
produce annual benefits of up to $550 million with annual costs of about $420 million." 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DesXw3u5z0mhNZRH9NjSdB1_P21VOgz-JZxjY_2gkDGuFHYskFnJAMJRhr13Et4VkATAE7OxJVaNGTUIhn4jg4iUSN9GmQgg1WbacKhFRcmj5CC8fivsIzCmbXz7qVnWVqtxoaqDPbahNazKS9uRAAnRuexfZFkvqb-EnMtZSgklEULbcJPAV6wH45TXf6xM&c=4khRHpZcuxwji6DRI6wqFInwbUHDLlwKA-8jgUcCeS_NAhzNcIEmsQ==&ch=kzFUKnhhiiWrAbWdQKcPEPhZt3ijbOu-D5tkQ2DDO--ZTt9W-X3yvw==


 
New Ozone Standard Likely to Provoke GOP 
Akron Beacon Journal - October 2, 2015 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency set a new ozone standard of 70 parts per billion, which will reduce 
exposure to ozone pollution and prevent asthma attacks, emergency room visits and premature deaths. 
Business groups say it is unnecessary, and Republicans who are already upset about the administration's 
efforts to curb carbon pollution from coal-fired power plants and to regulate small streams and wetlands. 
According to environmental and public health groups, the standards did not go far enough. Science has 
shown that ozone pollution means it hurts to breathe for vulnerable children, the elderly and those with 
heart and lung ailments. Public health benefits are estimated to be $2.9 billion to $5.9 billion a year, and the 
annual costs are estimated to be $1.4 billion. 
 
Energy Future on Tour: Will Ohio Regain Momentum in This New Economy? 
Akron Beacon Journal (Our Opinion) - September 13, 2015 
The final report issued by the Ohio Energy Tour was based on six public forums that involved 
environmentalists and businesses in the clean energy sector and recommended reinstating meaningful and 
required efficiency and renewable standards. These entrepreneurs and innovators see opportunity. Clean 
energy can provide smart climate policies as well as economic growth and job creation. Ohio appeared to be 
well-placed to stake a claim in the clean energy economy when bipartisan majorities approved markers for 
expanding the presence of energy efficiency and renewable energy. Then the power companies lobbied, and 
Gov. John Kasich put a two-year freeze on the targets, which has reduced investment in clean energy across 
the state. Tighter setback requirements for wind turbines have hurt investments also. Removing these 
punitive setbacks and increasing things like net-metering and aggregation would help economic and 
environmental causes and need to be part of the state's energy future. 
 
--Summarized by Lorraine McCarty   
 

 
    KEC Membership 
 

We welcome anyone who wants to join the Kent Environmental Council and support our efforts. If you are already a 

member, you will be receiving a reminder of renewal by mail the month before the expiration date for your dues. 

Remember, dues are the main source of income for KEC. We need your support to do our work.  
 

Just send in your name, address, phone, email address and your check made payable to: Kent Environmental Council  

and mail to:    KEC, P.O. Box 395,Kent, OH 44240.  
 

To join or renew online with PayPal, go to kentenvironment.org/Membership. 

 Membership levels are $45, Sustaining; $35, Family; $25, Individual; $15, Golden Buckeye; $10, Student; $500, 

Lifetime; and $200, Organization.  KEC dues are not tax deductible because the organization has a 501(c)(4) status. 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Communicate with us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/KentEnvironment 
 

Join us at Little City Grill every Friday at 8 a.m. for breakfast and discussion of environmental issues.

https://www.facebook.com/KentEnvironment

