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    Lake Erie Safe from Dredged Material Dumping in Cleveland--At Least for Now 
 

A running battle continues between the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and seemingly everyone else in Ohio. The corps is 
responsible for maintaining navigable waterways and ports by dredging sediments. The question is what to do with the 
dredged materials, or spoils. In the case of maintaining the mouths of rivers, such as the Cuyahoga, the corps can dump 
the spoils into Lake Erie in designated disposal areas or place the spoils into confined disposal facilities (CDFs) on the 
land. The former is much less costly than placing the spoils in CDFs, so much of the battle comes down to economics.  
 

The Corps is responsible for testing the spoils to determine their safety for 
open-lake dumping.  The main contaminants in the Cuyahoga River 
sediments are polychlorinated biphenyl organic compounds (PCBs) that 
resulted from industrial activities. The Cuyahoga River's dredged materials 
have passed the safety test--that is, the dredged materials have passed the 
corps' safety test. Using the Corps' standards, the sediment materials contain 
only small amounts of PCBs that would be "safe for release to open waters of 
Lake Erie." 

   

Because the quality of Ohio's waters are under the jurisdiction of the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency and 
because the waters of Lake Erie are a source of public drinking water and habitat for fish that are consumed by the 
public, shouldn't the state of Ohio  have something to say about what is deemed "safe" for dumping into its waters? This 
is a battle that has gone on for several years.  In March 2014, this battle came to a head when the corps dredged the 
mouth of the Cuyahoga River. The corps wanted to dump the sediments into Lake Erie but relented at the last moment.  

  

This year, the corps reprised its act. When the corps developed its 2015 dredging plan 
for the Cuyahoga River, it included open-lake dumping. Also again this year, the OEPA, 
the Ohio Department of Natural Resources with the unanimous support of the Coastal 
Resources Advisory Council and the strong support of the Ohio legislature and Gov. John 
Kasich worked to prohibit the corps from engaging in open-lake dumping. The main 
concern is the gradual rise in PCB contamination of game fish in Lake Erie. The corps 
admits that open-lake dumping would raise PCB levels and affect Lake Erie's walleye and 
yellow perch. Even a small rise in PCB contamination could raise the consumption 

advisory from one meal of walleye a week to one meal per month--not good for the Walleye capital of the world.  
  

The state of Ohio believes the Cuyahoga Rivers' sediments are toxic and will have an unacceptable impact. Julius Ciaccia 
Jr. , CEO of Northeast Regional Sewer District, vehemently disagrees with the corps. He points out that the regional 
sewer district is in the middle of a $3 billion project to reduce combined overflows of waste and storm water into the 
lake and keep it pristine. He joins conservationists and Craig Butler of the OEPA in saying that the safety of the water 
"depends on who is doing the science." Kasich signed an emergency amendment to the Ohio administrative code that 
requires the OEPA to stop any dredge dumping into Lake Erie that could result in higher levels of chemical toxins in the 
fish or that violates international compacts, such as the Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement.  Kasich pledged to end all 



 

open dumping in Lake Erie by 2020. The corps dredges eight Ohio harbors, including Conneaut, Ashtabula, Cleveland, 
Fairport, Lorain, Huron, Sandusky and Toledo.  
  

The agreement reached with the corps is that they will put some of the dredged sediments into two CDF's off Burke 
Lakefront Airport owned by the Port Authority and the corps. The corps will postpone dredging 45,000 cubic yards of 
Cuyahoga River bottom to save money. The 180,000 cubic yards that will be dredged, mostly from the Upper Cuyahoga 
River, which is the equivalent of 15,000 dump-trucks full and is a very costly and energy inefficient process. Stay tuned. 
This battle of Lake Erie will continue. 
  

 --Bob Heath and Lorraine McCarty 
 
 

 

   Bert Bellison: An Environmental Businessman  
  

A conversation with KEC member Bert Bellinson (BB) owner of the Little City Grill: 
  

A little about Bert: Bert is 54 years old and has lived in Kent for six years. 
Weather permitting, he does most of his commuting on a small scooter--
always wearing a helmet. In the winter months, he gets around in his truck 
or on foot. For pleasure, he travels on a motorcycle--again, always with a 
helmet. Bert is married to Robin, and they have one son, Michael. They 
formerly lived in Atlanta, Georgia. 
  

KEC: Bert, before the Little City Grill, had you owned any other business? 
  

BB: Yes, just one. I was in the chemical business . . . for 24 years. 
  
KEC: What kind of chemicals? 
  

BB: Cleaning chemicals. I sold primarily to hotels, apartments and day-care 
centers. It was a great business. I just got tired of it. I always tell people we 
were green before green was cool. 
  

KEC: Do you consider yourself to be an environmentalist? 
  

BB: Yes. 
  

KEC: What made you start thinking that way? 
  

BB: I think it was at a meeting back in '87, '88 when I was in the chemical business and the green movement was just 
getting started, and there was a discussion of creating a green product line. I said, "Wait a minute. We're going to have 
nasty chemicals over here and green products over there? That doesn't make any sense." But [it] started me thinking 
about the impact our industry had on the earth. 
  

KEC: Unless you say if it takes profits to drive industry into green products then so be it? 
  

BB: Except that the problem in our industry was that when you went green, you lost effectiveness. 
  

KEC: You mean in actual performance? 
  

BB: Yeah. So you had to have your mind thinking that way. So, how do you market your product[s] when they are less 
effective than the nasties, and when you're talking to people how do you convince them that they are better to use, 
because it's better for the environment? That was one of the things that was always a challenge for us. How do we do 
that? And so we started off simple with stuff like just recycling. Back in the early '90s, people were recycling but not 
companies yet. So, we did that and little stuff like we took all the paper that we generated-- we used to generate tons of 

 

Bert Bellison 



 

paper--and rather than throw it away or send it to the recycling center, we shredded it and used it for packing. We never 
used Styrofoam. Likewise, we never use Styrofoam here. Everything we use here is recycled, like our to-go packages. 
  

KEC: That package itself is made from recycled material, but is not recyclable itself, correct? 
  
BB: No. It is in some communities. Having been used for food, it really shouldn't be recycled anyway. The county yelled 
at us because all of our cardboard--if it had had food in it--we were told [we] would get maggots in in our recycling 
containers out here. Our plastic we recycle regardless. 
  

KEC: How do you define environmentalism? 
  

BB: Doing your part. 
  
KEC: Well put. 
  

BB: It was interesting because in the chemical industry, it was hard because you're dealing with people that are blue 
collar kinda guys. And being in the south and a lot of our sales people were sort of yokels who didn't understand that. 
Our warehouse manager was as right wing as you possibly can [be], and we kept chipping away at him, and with the 
recycling thing, we'd see a Coke can in the garbage and just keep pointing at it until he realized that you don't need to 
throw it away, you can recycle it in the bin right next to the garbage can. If you can change just one person. Just like here 
it is cheaper for us to recycle than it is to throw it away. 
   

KEC: Even in volume, if you generated many times the empty beer bottles like [some of the bars around town do]? Even 
with the cost of the containers? 
  

BB: The containers are free. They give you the containers. Even if we were to increase the volume, it's still cheaper. 
Currently we have a contract for one 90-gallon tote, and it is overflowing. So when our contract is up--this month I 
believe--we'll be getting two 90-gallon totes. Even having a second one, it's still cheaper than having trash picked up 
twice a week or three times a week. We do use plastic bags [for garbage] because the health code says I have to put 
stuff in plastic bags. We are not allowed to put things in bags that will decompose so, all I can do is buy bags that are not 
made of virgin plastic. 
  

KEC: Do you think that many of your customers are aware of your efforts--outside of the people that eat in this room on 
Fridays? 
  

BB: No, but when they see the to-go box, I get a lot of comments about how unique they are. 
  

KEC: You don't get a lot of derisive comments or people rolling their eyes? 
  

BB: No. No. And we try to tell them about what we do and why we do it. It's one of those things they comment on 
because we're doing things a little bit different, and the comments we get are generally positive. 
  

KEC: Does the additional cost of these containers impact your bottom line? 
  

BB: I had this conversation the other day with friends in the restaurant business. I can use a Styrofoam box which costs 
cents, or I can use our compostable box which costs 26 cents. That's a 14-cents  difference, and in the big scheme of 
things, 14 cents is not that significant. On an annual basis, we may spend an extra $150 to $200. So, there is a greater 
cost, but it creates a positive feeling, and that Styrofoam box is never disappearing.  
 

 KEC: Are you a member of the local chamber of commerce? 
  

BB: Yes. 
  

KEC: And do you ever promote your ideas within that group? Additionally, what do you think the attitude concerning 
environmentalism is within the group?  
  



 

BB: I think it's like everyone in the general population. There are some people who do recycle, and there are some 
people who don't. I don't sense any defiance or people who say we're just not going to recycle. They are not like people 
in the national chamber. The Kent [Area] Chamber of Commerce is not a political group at all. It's really just a group of 
people that get together to talk, just general conversation. 
  
KEC: Are there other efforts that you think you can still work on at Little City? 
  
BB: Oh, absolutely. From an environmental standpoint, we can increase our efficiency in recycling. We still use plastic 
soufflé cups, and I'm trying to find a way to get rid of those. We still use plastic cups for yogurt to go, but in here I want 
to get rid of those and go to a parfait glass. We just haven't found one that works. One of the battles I have lost so far is 
the small condiment cups . . . but I will win it eventually. 
  

KEC: Have you been able to incorporate many local and/or sustainable products into your menu? 
  

BB: It's hard to do because we're not exactly in the best location for fresh vegetables and fruits. We do use local goat 
cheese, Lucky Penney, and we try to use local, organic produce in the summer, but obviously that's more difficult to do 
in the winter. 
 

 KEC: Do you get any of your produce from the local farmer's market? 
  

BB: No, we don't because there are certain health criteria that we have to meet, and they don't, and the quantities we 
use are too great. For instance, we go through over a thousand eggs a week, and they can't provide that quantity. I do 
use Sirna and Son's, and they do have Ohio products. I always try to buy stuff from as close as possible. That's a means 
of reducing the carbon footprint. But then again, there aren't a whole lot of oranges grown in Ohio either. All summer 
long, we get our herbs from right outside--we have a little garden.  
KEC: Bert, thank you so much for your time, and I will let you get back to work. 
   

--Brad Brojte    

 
 

 

  Half of Wildlife Lost in 40 Years 
 

A new comprehensive study of animal populations by scientists with the World Wildlife Fund, the Zoological Society of 
London and other organizations analyzed thousands of vertebrate species. The study 
concluded that overall animal populations fell 52 percent between 1970 and 2010. "And the 
decline was seen everywhere--in rivers, on land, and in the seas--and is mainly the result of 
increased habitat destruction, commercial fishing and hunting, the study said. "Climate change 
also is believed to be a factor, through its consequences are harder to measure." 
  
The fastest declines were seen in rivers and other freshwater systems, where 70 percent of 
the populations were lost since 1970. Land and marine populations fell by 39 percent, and the 
downward trend is greater in the tropics, although biodiversity continues to decline in 
temperate areas also.  
  
The study used the WWF's living planet index based on trends in 10,000 populations of about 3,000 animal species. In 
some species--such as tigers--a fairly accurate count is possible; however, in other species--such as birds-scientists rely 
on proxies, such as the number of nests or breeding pairs, and only a rough approximation for other species that inhabit 
the earth. Neither of these categories was included in the study. While the index approach has limitations, and leaves 
room for improvement, it does track biodiversity the way the stock market tracks the value of stocks. "We were 
surprised by the extent of the decline. It means we are not effectively reducing biodiversity loss," said Robin Freeman, a 
researcher at the Zoological Society of London. 
  



 

The WWF study report also tries to measure sustainability on the planet, what scientists call a global "ecological 
footprint," which measures the area required to supply the ecological goods and services humans use. The WWF report 
concludes that humans currently need the "regenerative capacity of 1.5 Earths to supply these goods and services each 
year." We can live beyond our means now by cutting trees faster than they mature, catching more fish than are 
replenished and emitting more carbon than the forests and oceans can absorb, the study report noted. Carter Roberts, 
chief executive officer of WWFUS said, "It's a very loud wake-up call. . . . As we lose natural capital, people lose the 
ability to feed themselves and to provide for their families--it increases instability exponentially." 
 

Source: World Wildlife Fund, October 1, 2014 
  

 --Edith Chase  
 

 

      Climate: Hotter Earth but Cold Northeast U.S. 
  

If the Earth is heating up, how can it be so cold in the Northeast this year? The 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and NASA have both calculated 
that 2014 was the hottest year in the past 135 years of record keeping. The 
Japanese weather agency and an independent group at the University of California 
Berkeley concurred. In 1900, the average annual temperature was 56.8 degrees 
Fahrenheit.  It had risen to 58.2 degrees Fahrenheit in 2014, which is 1.24 degrees 
above the 20th century average.  As reported in the Akron Beacon Journal, "The 
globe is warmer now than it has been in the last 100 years and more likely in the 
last 5,000 years," according to climate scientist Jennifer Francis of Rutgers University, who wasn't a part of either 
research team. "Any wisps of doubt that human activities are at fault are now gone with the wind." 
  
According to the New York Times, looking at the large land masses where people live, only the eastern portions of the 
United Sates recorded below average temperatures in 2014. This is in contrast to unusual heat in the West. Importantly, 
this occurred in a year with no strong El Nino, a weather pattern which pumps enormous amounts of hot air from the 
Pacific Ocean into the atmosphere. Experts have several explanations for the weather extremes: 

 These extreme weather patterns were an indirect consequence of greenhouse gasses. 
 A loop in the jet stream allowed Arctic air to spill southward, and an offsetting kink in the jet stream allowed 

unusually warm tropical air to settle over the West, large parts of Alaska and much of the Arctic. In Anchorage, 
Alaska, the temperatures in 2014 never fell below zero--for the first time in their 101 years of record-keeping. 

 Long-lasting kinks in the jet stream have become more likely because global warming is rapidly melting sea ice in 
the Arctic (although all scientists are not yet convinced of this). 

  
A single year cannot tell scientists much about climate trends, but 2014, 2010 and 2005 are the warmest years on 
record, which indicates that skeptics are incorrect when they claim that global warming "stopped in 1998." Scientists 
expect the heat to get much worse in the coming decades, but it is already killing forest around the world, driving plants 
and animals to extinction, melting land ice and causing seas to rise at an accelerating pace. 
  

The next big attempt at global climate agreement will occur in Paris in December when negotiators from around the 
world gather. Activists are citing 2014's record heat as proof that strong actions are needed to curb heat-trapping 
emissions, although negotiations so far have yielded only minimal progress. 
  

--Lorraine McCarty   
 
 

 

   The Importance of Being Out of Doors 
 

Sandy Engle gave a fascinating and wide-ranging presentation on the importance of children being in the out of doors at 
the KEC breakfast on February 7. Engle, a school psychologist in the Canal Fulton schools, developed a special project for 

 



 

at-risk middle school students to build a nature trail. Her small group of students has difficulty focusing their attention 
and concentrating at school. Even though some of the students said they did not like being 
outdoors, they became very enthused about digging in dirt and planting endangered native plants. 
The middle school art teacher also participated in the project, offering the students ways to express 
their new interest in plants and nature. Engle leads exercises and shares strategies with the students 
to help them learn ways to better focus and concentrate. 
  
She reported to our group that there is much in the literature about how children benefit from 
being exposed to the natural world. She is concerned that children are becoming too tuned into 
their electronic devices and, as a result, are missing out on the benefits of being outside. She started 
the project with a small grant for materials but soon overspent. The project will continue for the 

year and promises to be an example of how to improve student performance and gain the interest of all the school's 
students in not only endangered plants but also all that the outdoors has to offer.  
 

 --Swanny Voneida 
 

 

     Donations Sought to Build New Downtown Park 
 

The Dan Smith Community Park will be nestled in the brick walkway between Erie Street and 
Locke Lane to honor the man who was instrumental in the revitalization of downtown Kent. 
Donations are being accepted through the Burbick Foundation. For more information, 
contact Michelle Hartman at the foundation at 330-815-4315 or mhartman43@aol.net. To 
see photos of the park, go to http://www.dansmithcommunitypark.com/. KEC has suggested 
that they increase the use of permeable materials in this project. 
 

 

      Hope for Local Control in Munroe Falls Decision (State ex rel. Morrison v. Beck   
   Energy Corp., case 215-Ohio-485) 

 

The Ohio Supreme Court ruled on February 17 that a local ordinance adopted by Munroe 
Falls in 1995, which required that an oil or gas drilling operation within the city obtain a 
permit from the city to construct a well, was superseded by an Ohio General Assembly 
statute in 2004 now known as Revised Code chapter 1509 that reserved all authority for issue 
oil and gas well permits to the state of Ohio and its Department of Natural Resources. The 
effect of this decision was that the Munroe Falls permit requirement could no longer be 
enforced. 

  

This decision was issued by a closely divided Supreme Court. The lead opinion was written by Justice Judith French, 
elected for the first time in November 2014, and was joined by Justice Sharon Kennedy, also elected for the first time in 
November 2014, and by Chief Justice Maureen O'Connor. French emphasized that this decision is limited to "the kind of 
double licensing we have here. . . . We make no judgment as to whether other ordinances could co-exist with the 
General Assembly's comprehensive regulatory scheme." 
  

Justice Terrence O'Donnell wrote a concurring opinion, which was the deciding opinion in preventing the Munroe Falls 
"permitting ordinance" from being enforced. He emphasized that this decision was limited to the "permitting" aspect of 
the city ordinance and specifically did not address the municipality's authority to enact local land use ordinances that 
might restrict oil and gas wells to certain zoning districts.  
 

Three justices dissented and would have upheld the authority of Munroe Falls to enforce some of its 1995 ordinance. 
Justice Judith Lanzinger wrote a detailed analysis that takes the position that the references in the Munroe Falls that the 
ordinances to a municipal "permit" are not sufficient reason to reject those ordinances in their entirety, suggesting 
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the "permitting" provision might be severed, leaving valid zoning regulations that have 
constitutional authority to regulate land use when a "permit" cannot be required. 
Lanzinger referenced a history of Ohio decisions that distinguished state authority from 
municipal home-rule authority and referred to decisions by the highest courts of the 
states of New York, Pennsylvania and Colorado, which preserved local municipal home-
rule authority to regulate land use in the face of state legislation to centralize authority 
over oil and gas drilling.  
  

Justice Paul Pfeifer, the longest-serving Justice on the court, joined Lanzinger's dissenting 
opinion and added historical perspective on oil and gas development in Ohio over the 
past 125 years. Justice William O'Neill, the lone Democrat on the court, also joined 
Lanzinger's dissenting opinion and added perspective on the influence of certain 
interests on state governmental action in Ohio.  
  

So the opinions of the justices of the Ohio Supreme Court were three to not enforce the 
municipal permitting ordinances but specifically not addressing "whether other 
ordinances could co-exist," one to not enforce the municipal permitting ordinances while engaging in a meticulous Jesuit 
analysis of how a differently written zoning ordinance might be found to be enforceable, and three, unsuccessfully, to 
simply delete the offending reference to a municipal "permit" and enforce the remainder of the municipal ordinances as 
valid zoning regulations. 
  

This division of opinion is hopeful for Ohioans who prefer to have land use decisions made by the municipality in which 
they live rather than by the Department of Natural Resources. All seven justices emphasized that the ruling against the 
1995 Munroe Falls ordinances was based only on the requirements that a driller obtain a permit from the municipality. 
This specific aspect conflicted with Revised Code chapter 1509. The lead opinion said that the court's decision was 
limited to the Munroe Falls ordinances from which this case arose and did not decide whether other zoning ordinances 
might conflict. O'Donnell's opinion appeared to say that if not for the permit requirement, he would have enforced the 
rest of the ordinances as a valid use of the municipality's zoning power. Lanzinger and the two other dissenting justices 
wanted to enforce the "zoning" aspects of the existing ordinances now and merely delete the conflicting references to a 
"permit." 
   

So, North Royalton now comes on the scene with zoning ordinances that do not reference any local "permit." Ohioans 
who prefer local control may justifiably be hopeful that North Royalton's zoning ordinances will be found to be 
enforceable when that case arrives at the Supreme Court. 
  

Meanwhile, the invisible hand has extended a finger to the would-be driller of Munroe Falls and reduced the market 
price of natural gas so low that the proposed well is no longer likely to be profitable and might not be constructed for a 
long time.  
  

To read the complete Ohio Supreme Court decision, http://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/rod/docs/pdf/0/2015/2015-
Ohio-485.pdf  
 

--Christopher J. Mallin, Attorney at Law 

        

   Poisoned on the Job? 
 

Michelle Chen (The Nation, November 11, 2014) highlights some very interesting evidence that the fracking boom is a 
massive health risk to the workers and communities involved in the industry. She cites data from an Environmental 
Health study that says air pollution from toxic contamination at fracking sites poses major health risks. Air samples 
collected by community-based research teams contained unsafe levels of the volatile compounds benzene, 
formaldehyde and hydrogen sulfide, among others that "exceeded federal guidelines under several operational 
circumstances." These finding suggest that fracking may bring the risk of cancer, birth defects and long-term respiratory 
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and cellular damage to local towns and farms. Samples were taken in Arkansas, Colorado, Ohio, Pennsylvania and 
Wyoming. 
  

The findings also raise questions about the safety for the workers at fracking 
sites. Many are contractors who work with massive volumes of chemicals with 
little regulatory or corporate oversight--and no unions looking over their 
shoulders and no long-term insurance. These jobs not only have risks such as 
falls, burns from scalding water, crushing injuries and getting caught in machines, 
but they also have enormous exposure to chemicals, air pollutants and radiation. 
The study's lead author, David O. Carpenter, director for health and the 
environment at the University at Albany, says that research on the long-term 
occupational health effects of the acute risks these workers face lags behind the 
industry's expansion. 
  

In 2014, researchers with the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health reported that since 2010 there have 
been four worker deaths related to fracking in North Dakota and Montana. There are examples of other "gas vets" who 
suffer silently. Official labor statistics from 2003 to 20012 show work-related deaths in the oil and gas industry were 6.5 
times the death rate for all U.S. workers and that oil and gas drilling jobs were nearly 12 times as deadly as the average 
job in the United States. 
  
Some of the community researchers who were handling samples reported symptoms that mirrored the effects of 
formaldehyde exposure (irritation of eyes, nose throat and skin) and hydrogen sulfide (headaches, dizziness, eye 
irritation and fatigue.) In Arkansas, almost all volunteers sampling air near oil and gas developments reported health 
symptoms while the sampling was taking place, including headaches; dizziness or lightheadedness; irritated, burning or 
running nose; nausea; and sore or irritated throat. 
  

For activists, the science is clear enough. They see the evidence of toxic air, water and ground pollution that fracking 
creates. They hope that new information about air pollution will help grow opposition from communities near drilling 
sites and help those who must weigh the industry's promise of jobs against the potential human health costs. 
 

--Iris Meltzer and Lorraine McCarty 

 

   Portage County SWMD Plan Approved  
 

The Portage County Solid Waste Management District (SWMD) Plan, prepared by the 
Ohio Environmental Protection Agency in accordance with the Ohio Revised Code, 
was finalized and approved on February 20. Some last-minute changes were made, 
including a troubling one that requires all governmental units to opt-IN to the plan 
by April 1 rather than opt-OUT as all previous drafts and discussions had said. Make 
your feelings known in your community. Other highlights of the plan include:  

 The district will upgrade its infrastructure to single-stream collection, which 
will improve efficiency and performance. 

 Communities may choose to use any recycling hauler for their curbside recycling service, including the Portage 
County SWMD. 

 The district will further study the drop-off system and recommend changes for improvements by October 2016. 
 There will be a new emphasis on education and community outreach activities. 
 A new partnership among the district, the Portage County Health Department and the Portage County sheriff 

will better tackle illegal dumping. 
 You can contact Christopher Germain of the OEPA regarding the process or the plan at 614/728-5317 or  
 Christopher.germain@epa.ohio.govm     To read the full plan, go to  http://www.co.portage.oh.us/solidwaste/.  
  

--Lorraine McCarty 
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            Biofuel Projects Stalled by Threat of Changing Rules 
 

The renewable fuel standard (RFS) sparked innovation and investment across the United States since its passage in 2005, 
spurring the ethanol industry and accelerating and encouraging the development of the next 
generation of clean, renewable fuel.  At a time when overall foreign investment was falling in 
the United States, projects in biofuels were attracting hundreds of millions of dollars from 
around the world--until the federal Environmental Protection Agency threatened to change the 
way it administers the RFS. While the EPA has since delayed that decision, uncertainty has led 
foreign investors to pause to see if the United States will recommit to a strong RFS.  
Bipartisan analysts have said that the impact of this uncertainty has been immediate and 
damaging for the growth of the biofuels sector. For example: 

 Despite the successful completion of a $500 million production facility in Kansas, 
Abengoa, a Spanish company, is no longer considering additional investments in 
cellulosic ethanol in the United States. 

 After investing some $500 million in research, development and production in California, Nebraska, and North 
Carolina, Novozymes, a Danish biotech company, is not planning further investment in the United States' 
advanced biofuels market. 

 After opening a cellulosic plant in Iowa with American partner POET, the Dutch company DSM now sees China as 
the best place to invest. 

  
These projects show the promise and possibility of sustained commitment to cellulosic ethanol in the United States. 
Now, more than ever, President Barack Obama needs to stand up for a strong RFS. It's not too late for the EPA to get the 
final rule right and to make sure the United States is the leader in producing the cleanest fuels in the world. 
  
Renewable fuels are creating jobs and driving innovation across the United States and our leaders need to know it. 
Contact the EPA and President Obama to let them know. 
 
Source: Fuels America 
  

--Iris Meltzer 

 

    The Environment in the News 
 

Portage No. 4 in Ohio as Drilling Waste Site 
Record-Courier - February 15, 2015 
 
 Coshocton County is now the No. 1 waste site in Ohio for injection drilling waste, replacing Portage, which in 2012 was 
the No. 1 waste site. Coshocton County injected 3.5 million barrels of waste, Athens County 2.7 million barrels and 
Trumbull County 23 million barrels. Portage followed with 2.89 million barrels. Although 14 privately owned Class II 
injection wells Portage County accepted 1.2 million gallons of waste from oil and gas wells in Ohio and another 681,438 
barrels from out of state last year, three quarters of the waste was handled at three wells owned by Stallion SWD. The 
company pumped 1.4 million barrels into wells in Edinburg, Nelson and Rootstown. Theresa Mills, an environmental 
activist, points out that injection well owners have accepted 7,892 billion gallons of liquid that are toxic and may contain 
low levels of radiation in the last 35 years. Portage has 24 permitted wells, but only 16 were active last year. Portage 
residents have expressed concern about the injection wells, the traffic they bring and potential problems from spills, 
such as tainting drinking water sources--all valid concerns. 

  
Oil Derailment Still Burning Next Day 
Akron Beacon Journal - February 18 and 20, 2015 
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 Hundreds of people were evacuated after a CSX train carrying 3 million gallons of crude oil from North Dakota's shale 
fields derailed and burst into flames in a Kanawha River tributary in West Virginia. A house was leveled, a homeowner 
injured and a water treatment plant shut down temporarily. Fire crews had no option but to let the tanks burn 
themselves out. Each tank carries 30,000 gallons of crude oil. The increase in rail shipment of crude from 9.5000 
carloads in 2008 to 435,000 in 2013 has been driven by a boom in North Dakota and Montana. The two states' limited 
pipeline capacity forces a majority of their crude to be shipped by rail. Trains hauling Bakken-region oil have been 
involved in major accidents in Virginia, North Dakota, Oklahoma, Alabama, Ontario and Quebec (where 47 people were 
killed). These accidents have continued to occur despite voluntary industry upgrades to the tanker cars. Reports on 
tanks leaking have increased also. Between 17 and 49 trains carrying Bakken crude oil pass through Northern Ohio on 
their way to East Coast refineries, with one to five of these trains moving through Summit, Wane and Portage counties. 
Speed was not believed to be a factor. The CSX train was going 33 mph, while the speed limit was 50 mph. 

   
Ohio Rails Carry Millions of Gallons of Volatile Crude 
Akron Beacon Journal - January 30, 2015  
 
State reports show that 45 million to 137 million gallons of Bakken crude oil travel through Ohio each week by rail, going 
from North Dakota to East Coast refineries on Ohio's nearly 5,300 miles of track. Between 27 and 49 of these trains pass 
through Northern Ohio. This oil is desirable because it requires less refining than other shale oil. However, it is also 
highly flammable. These reports have been required since May 2014 after 47 people died in a Quebec derailment and 
explosion but were kept secret until recently. Routes are closely guarded, as officials try to balance openness with 
operating security. 
  
 Fuel-Hauling Trains Could Crash 10 Times a Year 
Akron Beacon Journal - February 23, 2015 
 
 Local A previously unreported analysis by the U.S. Department of Transportation projects that trains hauling crude oil or 
ethanol will crash an average of 10 times a year over the next 20 years. Estimates of damages are more than $4 billion, 
and it is projected that hundreds of people will be killed if an accident occurs in a densely populated area. "This 
underscores why we need to move as quickly as possible getting regulations in place," said Tim Butters, acting 
administrator for the DOT's Pipeline and Hazardous Material Safety Administration. The volume of flammable liquids 
transported by rail has risen dramatically, with 900,000 carloads of oil and ethanol expected to move this year. Each 
carload can hold 30,000 gallons of fuel. The fuels travel through communities with an average population density of 283 
people per square kilometer, so 16 million Americans live within a third of a mile of the lines and the zone of 
destruction.  While the Association of American Railroads said they were aware of the DOT analysis, they had no 
comment on its derailment projection; however, the association joined the Railway Supply Institute, which represents 
tank car owners and manufacturers, in saying that federal officials inflated damage and risk estimates by assuming an 
accident even worse than the one at Lac-Magnetic, Ontario (47 people killed and much of the downtown demolished) 
and that Lac-Magnetic already was an outlier because the runaway train was traveling 65 mph, far faster than rail cars in 
other bad accidents. 
     
Obama Vetoes Keystone XL Bill 
Record-Courier - February 25, 2015 and Akron Beacon Journal - January 13, 2015  
 
 President Barack Obama vetoed a bill to approve the construction of the Keystone oil pipeline because the final 
governmental study has not been completed. This is only his third veto since taking office. The pipeline veto sends the 
bill back to Congress, where it is doubtful that Republicans have the two-thirds majority necessary to override the veto. 
It is estimated that the Republican are four votes short in the Senate and 11 short in the House. This is not a final veto 
on this politically charged issue in the debate about environmental policy and climate change. Republicans and the oil 
industry have argued that the project is about jobs and boosting energy security by purchasing oil from Canada, a 
friendly neighbor. This is their 11th attempt to advance the pipeline. Democrats and environmental allies say the 
pipeline would worsen global warming and increase risks of oil spills. A January 2014 analysis showed that the Canadian 
tar sands would be developed with or without the proposed pipeline 



 

 
 
Obama Seeks New Limits on Methane Emissions 
Akron Beacon Journal - January 15, 2015 
 
 The Obama administration is proposing the first regulations to cut methane emissions from new natural gas wells in an 
attempt to cut discharge of this potent greenhouse gas by 40 percent to 45 percent from 2012 levels by 2025. Relying on 
the Clean Air Act, the rules will affect oil and gas production, while the Interior Department will update standards for 
drilling to reduce leakage from wells on public lands. Obama's climate and energy adviser, Don Utech, says "We're 
confident we can do this in a cost-efficient way." The Obama administration, however, won't have the estimated costs 
to the energy industry until later. Administration officials said they could regulate methane from existing wells in the 
future while asking the energy industry to voluntarily take steps to curb emissions for those wells. 

  
 Not Without Nuclear Power 
Akron Beacon Journal - Commentary - January 15, 2015 
 
 Climate change is such a big problem it requires all energy sources, including nuclear power. No new reactor permits 
have been issued for the past three decades, as the glut of natural gas softened the demand, construction and design 
costs rose steeply, and the unease stemming from the Fukushima disaster in Japan has not disappeared. Vermont 
Yankee, for example, recently shut down, and other companies are weighing whether or not to close plants. At a recent 
forum at the Davis-Besse nuclear plant near Toledo, Carol Browner, former Environmental Protection Agency director 
under President Bill Clinton, and Judd Gregg, former U.S. senator from New Hampshire and now representing Nuclear 
Matters, an organization that argues that Americans will come to regret letting the nuclear industry shrink. This position 
has been bolstered by other scientists and environmentalists who stress that nuclear power must be part of any effort 
to effectively address climate change.  Nuclear power accounts for 20 percent of the electricity used in the United States 
and 14 percent in Ohio, and without Davis-Besse, the task of curbing carbon emissions in Ohio becomes much harder. 
Although adding further nuclear capacity in the country is relatively expensive, it is a power source capable of running 
24/7, unlike other renewable energy sources. While natural gas is a relatively clean source of energy, it is a carbon-based 
product that generates emissions, though less than coal. Nuclear power has complications, including the resulting waste. 
But the industry has a proven record of safe operations and the waste can be managed. This perspective deserves 
attention as a part of the global challenge of curbing climate change. 

   
Dems Seek to Hike Fracking Oversight 
Record-Courier - February 17, 2015 
 
 In Washington, Rep. Mat Cartwright of Pennsylvania, the lead Democrat on the House oversight subcommittee, along 
with other Democrats on the subcommittee, are investigating how well states are regulating the disposal of oil and gas 
waste, given public concern about the environmental and health risks of fracking. Cartwright is pressing agencies in 
Pennsylvania, Ohio and West Virginia for answers about their enforcement and inspections. Republicans on the panel 
have not taken a position on the probe. 
  
 Warm Water Hurts Sea Lions 
Akron Beacon Journal - February 20, 2015 
 
 Sick and dying sea lions have gotten stranded on California's beaches this year at a quadruped rate. Nine hundred forty 
sick and starving young sea lions have washed up, compared to about 225 normally seen between January and April. 
Experts blame unusually warm ocean water on the West Coast. 

  

 Plan Looks to Create Massive 1,600 Mile Trail System Crossing through Five States 
Akron Beacon Journal - February 15, 2015 
 While it may take many years to complete, this proposal is being billed as a word-class trail system that would attract 
bicyclists and hikers from across the globe and be a boon for local tourism. The trail system would cover 53 counties in 



 

Ohio, western Pennsylvania, northern West Virginia, western Maryland and western New York. It would include eight 
key corridors connecting major cities by expanding trails that already exist. One such extension would be from Ravenna 
to the east. Christine Craycroft, director of the Portage Park District, sees this concept as exciting. "It's something that 
can really happen. It's got a lot of potential." Trails would be locally built and controlled under a new trail coalition.   
 

--Summarized by Lorraine McCarty 

 

    Dates to Remember 
 

March 16 
KEC Annual Meeting and Forum on "Water Everywhere? Let's Keep It Clean: A Road Map to Water Monitoring" 
Kent Presbyterian Church, 1456 E. Summit St., Kent 
Doors open at 6 p.m., Annual Meeting at 6:30 p.m., speaker at 7 p.m. 
  
April 11 
17th Annual Portage County Environmental Awards Dinner   
Kent American Legion Hall, 1945 Mogadore Road, Kent  
5:30 p.m.-9 p.m. 
For reservations contact the Portage Park District at 330-297-7728 
  
April 13 and 14 
GreenTown at Kent: Creating Healthy, Sustainable Communities Conference 
Kent State University Hotel and Conference Center, 215 S. Depeyster St. 
1 p.m.-7:30 p.m. (April 13) and 8 a.m.-5 p.m. (April 14) 
GreenTown at Kent brings together the public and private sectors from around Ohio to connect the dots and work 
toward creating healthy, sustainable communities. Experience the reborn downtown Kent, learn how to create 
walkable, bikeable communities, and delve into topics including clean water, local food, outdoor space, and creating 
socially responsible businesses. To register contact Taylee Pard at 312-706-2532. 
   
June 5 NEW DATE AND LOCATION! 
Inaugural Edith Chase Lecture Series: "Not a Drop to Drink" 
Kent Presbyterian Church, 1456 E. Summit St., Kent 
Doors open at 6:30 p.m., speakers at 7 p.m. 
Cosponsors: KEC and League of Women Voters of Kent 
 

 

     KEC Membership—Become a KEC Member Today 
 

We welcome anyone who wants to join the Kent Environmental Council and support our efforts. If you are already a 

member, you will be receiving a reminder of renewal by mail the month before the expiration date for your dues. 

Remember, dues are the main source of income for KEC. We need your support to do our work.  
 

Just send in your name, address, phone, email address and your check made payable to: Kent Environmental Council  

and mail to:    KEC, P.O. Box 395,Kent, OH 44240.  
 

To join or renew online with PayPal, go to kentenvironment.org/Membership. 

 Membership levels are $45, Sustaining; $35, Family; $25, Individual; $15, Golden Buckeye; $10, Student; $500, 

Lifetime; and $200, Organization.  KEC dues are not tax deductible because the organization has a 501(c)(4) status. 
 

Communicate with us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/KentEnvironment 
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